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that he did not wish it should be known. He even ren-
dered him services; and, for example, when Count War-
tensleben of whom I have just spoken, was imprisoned,
he sent him a grant of a pension of a hundred a year,
which he still enjoys.

The famous chamber hussar, Schoening, the confiden-
tial man of the deceased King, has lately been appointed
assistant to the cashier of the military chest, with a sal-
ary of three thousand crowns. This certainly is not a
rancorous act. Schoening, indeed, is not a man with-
out intelligence; and he is the depositary of numerous
secrets, which ought not at present to be made public,
perhaps never.

In opposition to all these good actions, we must place
the apathy of the King, on the subject of his personal
debts. He is in nc> haste to pay those that are not of the
household, and there is a very considerable sum apper-
taining to the latter which remains unsettled.

It is determined that the King is to discharge all the
persons employed as taxgatherers on the French finance
system, which in itself is a laudable act; for were there
a necessity for some years to prolong the farming of the
customs, yet, either the French collectors already have,
or never will have, taught the Germans the mode of
transacting the business. And is not the Prussian Mon-
arch tlie King of Germans? But innovation is a very
delicate thing; and I see no preparations made to lessen
the shock that must be received. The farmers of tobacco
and snuff have been informed that their administration
must cease on the ist of June, 1787. All persons thence-
forward will be allowed to cultivate tobacco, and to make
and sell snuff. This is a very important object; for the
tobacco that grows on these barren sands is some of the
best in Germany, and formerly was a very considerable
branch of trade. On the ist of July grants are to be
delivered, gratis, to whoever shall make the requisition.
(Nay, freedom is promised for coffee, too.) From 1783
to 1786, the duties on snuff and tobacco had yielded
about sixteen hundred thousand livres more than the
sum they had been estimated at by the King"; so that
these formed a revenue of something more than a millionement to
